Ocean
Institute’ Grades 3-5 Tallship Cannon Activity

Below is a picture of Anne Bowman, one of the ship’s guns on Spirit of Dana Point. Draw your own
cannon below!

Looking back on the video, which tools were used to clean the gun before firing? Circle the tools.
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There are no cannons on a ship...they call them a ship’s gun! The only difference between the two is
that a cannon is on land and a gun is on a ship at sea. Sailor’s have their own language that includes
different words for things we have on land. Use these pictures to answer the three questions below.

How many cannons are there?

How many guns are there?

Which is your favorite?

You are a ship’s gunner in a battle with another ship. Write your short story as a gunner in battle; was
your ship victorious?
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Gunners must record all the shots they fire while at sea. Record your “shots” from the cannon you built

at home!

Date/Time Target & Distance from Cannon Hit the target? Notes (how to improve and hit
target etc.)
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